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OFFICE OF KAT TAYLOR

March 3, 2025

The Honorable Mike McGuire

President pro Tempore, California Senate
1021 O Street, Suite 8610

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Scott Wiener

Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review
1021 O Street, Suite 8620

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable John Laird

Chair, Sen. Budget Sub. on Education
1021 O Street, Suite 8720
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Robert Rivas
Speaker, California Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 4510
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Jesse Gabriel

Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget
1021 O Street, Suite 8230

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable David Alvarez

Chair, Assem. Budget Sub. on Ed Finance
1021 O Street, Suite 5320

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT - Full Funding for School Meals for All and Kitchen Infrastructure and Training in the

2025-26 California Budget



Dear Senate President pro Tempore McGuire, Assembly Speaker Rivas, Budget Committee Chair
Wiener, Budget Committee Chair Gabriel, Budget Subcommittee Chair Laird, and Budget
Subcommittee Chair Alvarez,

The undersigned School Meals for All Coalition members are writing to express our strong support for
critical school nutrition programs in the 2025-26 FY California budget. We thank the Legislature for
your consistent leadership and continued support for this landmark policy, as these meals provide
crucial resources for California students and families. We also greatly appreciate your leadership in
responding to the devastating fires in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties.

We are grateful for 2025-26 full funding for School Meals for All and the $150 million for Kitchen
Infrastructure and Training in the Governor’s proposed January budget. We respectfully ask that you
support these proposed investments and advocate for their inclusion in the Legislature's 2025-26 FY
budget.

California is a national leader in the movement to provide free meals to all TK-12 public school
stfudents. This program reflects our shared goal to fight child hunger by providing more
freshly-prepared and California-grown school meals to all California students. The success of the
School Meals for All policy means more California students are nourished by free school breakfasts
and lunches. California’s student meal participation has increased by 7.8% since the law was
implemented, serving 64 million more meals annually, even as student enrollment and attendance
have declined. Notably, California schools will serve nearly 1 bilion meals through the universal
school meals program in 2025-26.

School Meals for All is essential for millions of children and their families who live in, and on the
margins, of poverty. Federal eligibility requirements do not account for the needs of families in states
with a higher cost of living like California. For instance, in states without School Meals for All, a family
of four needs to make less than $40,560 a year to qualify for federal free school meals or less than
$57,720 for reduced-price meals. Research shows that 44% of food-insecure families in California do
not qualify for federal school meal assistance, making California’s School Meals for All program
essential to children’s food security. In short, our state policy is helping California students and families
who are struggling to put food on the table, but do not meet the federal threshold for meal
assistance.

Currently, 1 in 5 California households — or a shocking 1 in 4 families with children — are facing the

stress and harm of food insecurity, which continues to rise as Californians grapple with the aftermath
of the pandemic, natural disasters, and the rising costs of living which makes it challenging for
households to put food on the table. Hunger impacts families and families of color more — Black and
Latino households in particular. Amidst devastating and still increasing rates of hunger and poverty,
food banks are a bellwether for establishing the scale of need and are currently straining to meet the
sustained and heightened levels of demand. In 2023, the California Association of Food Banks'’s


https://www.ecoliteracy.org/article/more-california-students-are-eating-school-meals-ever
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/rs/scales2425.asp
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/universal-school-meals-help-all-california-children-thrive/
https://www.cafoodbanks.org/food-insecurity-data/

41-member network served é million Californians a month, a 20% increase year over year with fewer
resources. Demand at food banks increases on days when school is out of session, demonstrating
that free school meals are an essential part of the solution to addressing childhood hunger.

Prior to School Meals for All, families who were eligible for federal benefits did not apply for free or
reduced-price meals due to stigma and concerns that submitting the required paperwork could
affect their immigration status. Hungry students skipped breakfast and lunch at school. Now, both
students and school nutrition professionals report that the stigma has dissipated. School Meals for All
empowers families and nourishes students on the margins of poverty, those who suffer stigma, and
those who are undocumented.

According to a study from Tufts University, school meals also provide the best nutritional quality of any

source. A substantial body of evidence also shows that students who participate in school meal
programs have improved attendance, behavior, and academic outcomes, as well as decreased
tardiness.

The proposed funding for Kitchen Infrastructure and Training (KIT) is crucial to successfully
implementing the School Meals for All program. School kitchens throughout the state are rising to
meet the increased demand for meals, but many have inadequate kitchens and facilities to meet
this demand. For instance, one school district reported that their school kitchens were built in the
1970s and 1980s to serve 100 meals a day, and those same kitchens are now serving over 500 meals a
day. The KIT program has been essential to upgrading needed equipment and infrastructure — like
ovens, refrigerators, kitchens, and serving lines — to feed hungry students. At the same time, this
program is transforming the quality of school meals by providing resources and staff fraining to serve
more freshly-prepared school meals with California-grown ingredients. KIT funding to date has
benefitted almost all of California’s schools and students, with 92% of Local Education Agencies
across all California counties benefiting from the 2022 funds. However, much more remains to be
done as UC researchers estimated that $5.8 billion is required for all California schools to be capable
of freshly preparing school meails.

Ensuring the success of our first-in-the-nation program is more important than ever as we face
looming federal threats to child nutrition funding. Under the current administration, the House of
Representatives is already considering proposals for the upcoming Budget Reconciliation that would
increase costs for school meal service and make it more difficult to get meals to students who need
them.

California’s leadership on School Meals for All is serving as a beacon for the movement to increase
access to school meals across the country. Over half of the states in the U.S. are considering
permanent free school meals legislation. Seven other states beyond California currently have
universal school meals policies in place, and New York's Governor recently included Universal School
Meals in the state budget proposal to be finalized in April. Legislatures and state executives across


https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2778453?utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=040921
https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/CC+S_Scratch_Cooking_EXEC_SUM_Final_Nov_2020.pdf
https://punchbowl.news/wp-content/uploads/reconciliation_WM.pdf
https://frac.org/healthy-school-meals-for-all
https://hungersolutionsny.org/governor-hochul-champions-universal-school-meals-in-the-2025-state-of-the-state/#:~:text=Today%2C%20Governor%20Hochul%20made%20a,students%2C%20families%2C%20and%20schools.

the country understand that these policies make nutritious food more accessible to every student as
families struggle with rising food prices, increased hunger, and economic difficulties.

California’s commitment to these critical school nutrition investments fights hunger, increases student
access to healthy school meals, and supports school nutrition staff. The School Meails for All coalition
is proud to stand behind California’s vision of transforming school food and urge the continued

protection of these foundational school nutrition programs.

Sincerely,

ot Tonle

Kat Taylor
TomKat Ranch LLC
Office of Kat Taylor
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Alexa Norstad
Center for Ecoliteracy

Alchemist CDC
Samuel Greenlee

Allensworth Progressive Association
Dezaraye Bagalayos

Alvord Unified School District
Eric Holliday

American Academy of Pediatrics, California
Karmi Ferguson

Black Oak Mine Unified School District
Amy Jensen

Brentwood Union School District
Kristin Nisen

Butte County Local Food Network
Pamm Larry

592

[tz0l Gutierrez
California Association of Food Banks

Arnold Sowell Jr.
NextGen California

California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF)
Laetitia Benador

California Food and Farming Network
Beth Smoker

California School Employees Association
Cassie Mancini

California School Nutrition Association
Richard Andrews
California Teachers Association

Katie Hardeman

Capistrano Unified School District
Kristin Hilleman



Carpinteria Unified School District
Michelle Hernandez

Center for Food Safety
Dashel Murawski

Center for Good Food Purchasing
Alexa Delwiche

Center for Science in the Public Interest
Catherine Cochran

Ceres Community Project
Cathryn Couch

Charter Oak Unified School District
Adrianne Garza

Chef Ann Foundation
Mara Fleishman

Coastside Farmers' Markets
Erin Tormey

Community FoodBank of San Benito Co.
Paftricia Jaquez

Community Roots School Food Agency
Samuel KoneffKlatt

Dolores Huerta Foundation
Camila Chavez

Ecology Center
Martin Bourque

El Monte Union High School District
Suzy Sayre

Fiery Ginger Farm, LLC (DBA Spork Food Hub)
Shayne Zurilgen

FoodCorps
Nathan Luis Medina

Fort Bragg Unified School District
Pilar Gray

Friends Committee on Legislation of California
Kevan Insko

Fullwell
Eli Zigas

GLIDE Foundation
Eleana Binder

Good Samaritan Family Resource Center
Mario Paz

GRACE/End Child Poverty California
Shimica Gaskins

Gravenstein Unified School District
Chuck Neidhoefer

Healdsburg Unified School District Leigh
Ann Bozung

High Tech High
Kelly Verburgt

Lakeport Unified School District
Janeen Peterson

Living Classroom
Vicki Moore

Los Angeles Food Policy Council
Ana-Alicia Carr

LunchAssist, Inc.
Jennifer McNeil

Lynwood Unified School District
Vanessa Jones

Monte Rio Union Elementary School
Kathleen Young



Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
Micha James

Morgan Hill Unified School District
Michael Jochner

Mt. Diablo Unified School District
Alexandra Emmoftt

Napa's Operative for School Food Health
Kristen Tekell

Nevada City School of the Arts
Paige Carnwath

NMCUnified School District
Sanra Ritten

Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District
Jessica Fey

Pacific Elementary School
Stephanie Singfhorn

Pajaro Valley Unified School District
Jean Aitken

Palm Springs Unified School District
Sarah Phelps

Patterson Joint Unified School District
Mary Jennings

Pie Ranch
Jered Lawson

Plateful - Western Placer Unified School District
Christina Lawson

Roots of Change
Michael Dimock

Sacramento City Unified School District
Diana Flores

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services
Blake Young

San Francisco Unified School District
Jennifer LeBarre

San Juan Unified School District
Sneh Nair

San Leandro Unified School District
Clell Hoffman

San Luis Coastal Unified School District Food
Erin Primer

San Miguel Joint Union School District
Lauren Thomas

Santa Ana Unified School District
Josh Goddard

Santa Clara Unified School District
Karen Luna

Santa Cruz City Schools
Amy Hedrick-Farr

Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County
Malia Cary

Second Harvest Food Bank Santa Cruz County
Erica Padilla-Chavez

SEIU California
Sandra Barreiro

Sierra Harvest
Lindsey Pratt

Sweetwater Union High School District
Eric Span

Tahoe Truckee Unified School District
Kat Soltanmorad



Ten Strands
Karen Cowe

Tree of Life Charter School
Allicea Crosswhite

CC:
Governor Gavin Newsom

First Partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom

Veggielution
Shawn Gerth

Yosemite Unified School District
Dyann Eckstein

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond

Director Joe Stephenshaw, Department of Finance

Cabinet Secretary Nani Coloretti, Office of Governor Gavin Newsom

Legislative Affairs Secretary Christine Aurre, Office of Governor Gavin Newsom



